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In the spirit of Reconciliation, we acknowledge that the Province of Prince Edward
Island is part of the unceded ancestral, traditional, and contemporary Indigenous

homeland of the Mi’kmaq peoples, known as Epekwitk. As members of an Epekwitk-
based organization, we pay our respects to the Indigenous peoples who have been

and continue to be caretakers of the lands, past and present.

Kinu na msit tela’matultite’wk.
Nous sommes tous visés par les traités.

We are all treaty people.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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Honourable Zack Bell
Minister of Fisheries, Tourism, Sport and Culture

Dear Minister Bell,

We are delighted to present the Annual Report of the Prince Edward Island
Museum and Heritage Foundation for the fiscal year 2023-2024.

Thanks to dedicated support from the province, the Foundation has
continued growing while fulfilling our mandate. Within this report, you will find
highlights of the projects and initiatives that kept us busy this past year.

Throughout the 2024-2025 fiscal year, our organization will continue to
safeguard the Island’s heritage as we advance in our objective of creating
spaces and experiences that are inclusive, representative of diverse voices
and backgrounds, and accessible to everyone. We look forward to continuing
our collaborative efforts in the coming year.

Respectfully submitted,

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  C H A I R
A N D  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

FIEP DE BIE
CHAIR

MATTHEW MCRAE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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A B O U T  T H E  F O U N D A T I O N

Vi s i on
To help Islanders play an active and informed role in shaping their world by
encouraging an understanding and appreciation of Prince Edward Island’s cultural
and natural heritage. 

Miss i on
To preserve the heritage of Prince Edward Island for present and future generations.
As Prince Edward Island’s provincial museum, the Foundation is the principal
repository and steward of evidence that documents or represents the cultural and
natural history of our province and its people.

Manda t e
To study, collect, preserve, interpret, and protect the human and natural heritage
of Prince Edward Island for the use, benefit, and enjoyment of the people of the
province
To acquire and share knowledge of Island history, culture, and natural world with
Islanders and visitors.
To encourage discovery, appreciation, and understanding of Prince Edward
Island and to inspire Islanders and their visitors to explore and understand the
world around them.
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O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  S t r u c t u r e

B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s
The PEI Museum and Heritage
Foundation Board of Governors is
appointed by the Lieutenant
Governor in Council pursuant to
section five of the Museum Act. 
The Act states that the PEI Museum
and Heritage Foundation shall have
a board consisting of not fewer than
six and not more than eight
members. Members are appointed
to a three-year term and are eligible
for reappointment.
The composition of the board for
the reporting period was as follows: 

 F I E P  D E  B I E ,  C H A I R
2 N D  T E R M

C O N N I E  S P E N C E R
 1 S T  T E R M

 G O R D O N  L A V O I E
2 N D  T E R M  

 J O A N  S I N C L A I R
2 N D  T E R M

K A R E N  M A I R
2 N D  T E R M

K Y L E  T I M O T H Y  B L O O D
1 S T  T E R M

M O N I C A  G I L K S
1 S T  T E R M

S A R A  J A N E  A F F L E C K
1 S T  T E R M
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In 2023-2024, the Foundation comprised:
32.5 permanent full-time, part-time, & casual positions
7 contract employees
36 temporary summer staff. 

As a non-profit, the Foundation relies upon provincial and federal support to
hire essential contract and summer staff. Support accessed includes
programs run by Young Canada Works, Jobs for Youth, UPEI International
Student Support Program, Tourism HR Council; Cultural HR Council,
Employment Development Agency; the Provincial Government’s Internship
Development Program, and Skills PEI.
 
These temporary staff are largely located at the seven Museum and Heritage
sites, providing interpretation and customer service to our visitors. One new
contract staff was hired as Project Officer to provide operational support for
the Foundation’s programs, events, sales, and fundraising projects.  

S ta f f ing

PEI Museum & Heritage Foundation staff at the 2023 Orientation session at Beaconsfield Historic House.
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Responsible for the Foundation’s
legislated activities behind the scenes:
preservation and conservation,
collections development, research,
documentation and access, exhibitions,
training, and public outreach.
The team includes a Collections
Manager, a Curator of History, a
Registrar, a Digitization Coordinator, a
Digitization Assistant, a Photographer,
and additional short-term contract
staff, volunteers, and interns.

In 2023, PEI hosted the Canada Winter
Games, the first time since 1991. The
Provincial Collection accepted many
items from the games, but the most
exciting was the costume for the official
mascot named Wowkwis, which is the
Mi’kmaq word for red fox. 

COLLECTIONS

D i v i s i o n s

ADMINISTRATION
Responsible for the professional
administrative functions of the
Foundation: strategic and business
planning, communications and digital
media, fundraising, member
recruitment, finance and payroll,
accounts receivable and payable, and
human resources. 
The team includes the Executive
Director, a Business Administrator, an
Administrative Assistant, and a
Communication and Fundraising
Coordinator, as well as other contract
employees.

fun fact

Collections photographing Wowkwis (Whoa-quis), the official mascot for the 2023 Canada Winter Games.
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Responsible for developing and
delivering public programming for
visitors, education programming which
aligns with provincially established
curriculum and learning outcomes for
K-12 students, as well as teaching aids
for teachers to support learning in
Island classrooms. This division is led
by a permanent, year-round Education
and Programming officer, and two
short-term contract employees.

During the reporting period, 39
schools were engaged with our
Foundation’s educational programs
through special requests, online
resources made available via Google
Classroom, and site visits. We
welcomed a total of 5,852 students!

EDUCATION
& PROGRAMMING HERITAGE

Responsible for administering
programs pursuant to the Heritage
Places Protection Act and
maintaining the official Register of
Heritage Places and the
peihistoricplaces.ca website. The
Heritage Officer also acts as
secretary to the Heritage Places
Advisory Board, striving to promote
and support the importance of
heritage in the province. 

The Heritage Officer coordinated the
Provincial Heritage Fair, which
hosted 162 students who presented
125 projects! 

fun facts

2024 Provincial Heritage Fair Awards Ceremony
Photo courtesy PEI Government
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MUSEUM AND HERITAGE SITES
Open Year-RoundOpen Year-Round

Acadian Museum

Beaconsfield Historic House

Eptek Art & Culture Centre

The site invites guests to discover the journey of
the Acadians’ 300-year presence on PEI with their
permanent exhibition. The Museum also features
temporary exhibitions, beautiful historical
paintings, interpretive videos, a genealogy
research centre, and a gift shop. 

Team composition: Site Manager, Administrative
Assistant, Seasonal Chief Interpreter, and
temporary student staff.

One of Charlottetown’s most elegant and
beautifully restored Victorian homes celebrated
its 50th anniversary in 2023. Built with the finest
materials and craftsmanship, and designed by
architect W. C. Harris, the site is also home to a
Carriage House that hosts meetings, lectures,
concerts and public events. Guests are welcome
to shop the gift shop and stroll the gardens
overlooking Charlottetown’s beautiful waterfront,
Victoria Park and Government House. 

Team composition: Site Manager, as well as
temporary contract and student staff.

This site offers frequently changing exhibitions
that feature PEI history, art, culture, and science.
During the summer months, guests can participate
in weekly art and craft demonstrations, and the
site is home to year-round programming such as
exhibition scavenger hunts, lunchtime film series,
and a gift shop featuring local products.

Team composition: Site Manager, Administrative
and Curatorial Assistant, Museum Programming
Assistant, and temporary student staff.
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MUSEUM AND HERITAGE SITES
Open SeasonallyOpen SeasonallyOpen Seasonally

Basin Head Fisheries Museum
Open to the public from June 12 to September 28, 2023. 
The Basin Head Fisheries Museum commemorated its 50th
anniversary in 2023. This milestone highlights the
Museum’s longstanding commitment to sharing the history
of our Island’s relationship with the sea, particularly the
stories of those who have participated in the fisheries. 
Team composition: Site Manager, Seasonal Tour Guides,
and student staff.

Elmira Railway Museum
Open to the public from June 12 to September 25, 2023.
The site features an exhibition of the original transportation
links to the mainland via the railway system. Guests are
welcome to ride the speeder and trolley, view one of Atlantic
Canada’s largest model train collections, play on the train-
themed playground, and shop the gift shop. Acquisition of a
new miniature trackless train is in progress. 
Team composition: Site Manager, Seasonal Senior Tour Guide,
and student staff.

Green Park Shipbuilding Museum
and Yeo House
Open to the public from May 29 to June 20, 2023.
In 2023, the Museum celebrated its 50th anniversary. For the
past 50 years, this site has welcomed guests who are taken
back to the 1860s to experience PEI’s shipbuilding industry and
tour Yeo House, a beautifully restored – and reportedly haunted
- Victorian home. Visitors are also invited to stroll the beautiful
grounds and garden, view the historic schoolhouse, and try
their hand at blacksmithing.
Team composition: Site Manager, Seasonal Senior Interpretive
Staff, and other contract and student staff.

Orwell Corner Historic Village
Open to the public from May 26 to October 13, 2023.
The site invites guests to discover a charming historic village
that depicts life in an 1890s agricultural crossroad and engage
in fun, kid-friendly, educational programming. Visitors can feed
the animals, browse the agricultural museum, try their hand at
blacksmithing, go for a horse and wagon ride, and visit the
general store, church, and schoolhouse. This year, the site
celebrated its 50th anniversary serving as a provincial heritage
site. Team composition: Site Manager, Farmer, Maintenance
Worker, Admission Clerk, Seasonal Tour Guides, and student
staff.
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Acadian Museum Basin Head Fisheries Museum Beaconsfield Historic House

Elmira Railway Museum Eptek Art & Culture Centre Green Park & Yeo House

Orwell Corner Historic Village
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OUR IMPACT

V i s i t a t i o n

Post-pandemic tourism growth was reflected in increased visitation to the Foundation's sites. The summer of
2023 saw many visitors attracted by a busy calendar of programming, exhibitions and events, such as The
Haunting of Yeo House, the Prince Edward Island: 150 Years/ L’ÎIe-du-Prince-Édouard: 150 ans photo
exhibition at Beaconsfield, and the 50th-anniversary celebrations held at four of our sites. 

We also saw increased attendance in the fall and winter, when new programming and exhibits, such as the
Halloween Hauntacular at Orwell Corner and the Aquaculture Exhibition at Eptek, were introduced.

Despite some visitation being lost at Beaconsfield over the summer of 2023 due to construction needed to
ensure the safety of visitors, the popularity of regular programming such as the Victorian Séance and the
Christmas experience resulted in increased visitation numbers compared to 2022.

D i g i t a l  f o o t p r i n t

Followers: individuals who subscribe to
the Foundation’s social media accounts. 
Reach: total number of people that saw
the Foundation’s content on Facebook
and Instagram.
Impressions: the number of times
audience saw the Foundation’s content
on Twitter (X).
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2024-2028

The Foundation’s new Strategic Plan is the product

of an extensive review of the Foundation and its

facilities and services, as well as an in-depth

consultation process with both internal and external

stakeholders. The plan that resulted from these

efforts is meant to guide the Foundation into a new

phase of its development by identifying key

priorities and pathways to achieving them over the

coming years.

The new version of the Foundation’s Strategic Plan

is also intended to help staff locate their work

within the framework of the Plan by laying out the

Foundation’s core values in a concise format.
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Our five priorities

Creating museum-standard spaces for collection

storage, care, study, and expansion of the collection 

1.

Enriching our curatorial narrative, fostering

partnerships with local communities, and enhancing

physical and cognitive accessibility to promote

social inclusion, connections, and dialogue. 

2.

Expanding our audience reach and engaging with

the Island’s diverse communities through dynamic

experiences, educational programming, and

inclusive spaces.

3.

Strengthening organizational capacity by fostering

representative and inclusive work environments.

4.

Developing a new brand that promotes the

connections among our sites while communicating

the Foundation’s priorities. 

5.

Basin Head Provincial Park



Additionally, Beaconsfield Carriage
House welcomed guests from the PEI
Ukrainian Community, the Women’s
Network PEI, BIPOC USHR, IRSA, the
Chinese Cultural Society, the Rainbow
Youth Dance group, and more. 

The Foundation also co-developed
programming aimed at marginalized
communities. In the summer of 2023, the
Foundation launched the Beaconsfield
Book Club. The Club initially focused on
the Island’s 2SLGBTQIA+ community,
looking at three Queer Historical
Romance books. The Club was co-
facilitated by Programming and
Education Officer Caitlyn Paxson, in
partnership with Vanessa Bradley from
PEERS Alliance. 

Beaconsfield Historic House
Christmas Programming 2023
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In 2023-24, our Foundation continued working
with Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI)
consultant, Evelyn Bradley, to strengthen our
commitment to developing spaces and
experiences that are inclusive, representative,
and accessible for all.
 
Some of our DEI initiatives included adding
cultural and material objects to the Provincial
Collection from PEERS Alliance and the Advisory
Council on the Status of Women, as well as
other cultural and material objects representing
community members with disabilities. 

During this past year, Eptek Art & Culture
Centre also hosted several events including the
Mi’kmaq Confederacy Justice Program, a
Traditional Basket Weaving Workshop, and a
PRIDE PEI Coffee Catch-up drop-in session. 



In the winter of 2024, a second Book
Club series focused on three BIPOC
speculative fiction books and was once
again co-facilitated by Caitlyn Paxson,
this time in partnership with Evelyn
Bradley.

The Foundation’s DEI initiatives were also
reflected in our digital offerings. The
latest season of the hidden island
podcast, launched in February of 2024,
features several episodes that focus on
historically marginalized communities.
The first two episodes, released in
February and March 2024, focus on the
story of Black Islanders, while another
episode, released in April of 2024,
focuses on Chinese immigration to the
Island.  

We look forward to new projects and
partnerships next year that will foster
meaningful connections with our
community.

Beaconsfield Historic House
Christmas Programming 2023
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Research and Public Access
Where possible, the Foundation assists the public
and researchers with requests that pertain to the
Provincial Collection. During the reporting
period, the Collections Department received 75
research requests, with two researchers having
visited the Collections Facility, and 60
researchers assisted virtually. Additionally, the
Collections Department partnered with Dr. Susan
Brown to facilitate The Hidden History of Objects
course offered by the University of Prince
Edward Island. 

N O T A B L E
P R O J E C T S  &
I N I T I A T I V E S

Education Expansion: We have been working
to create a more accessible Island-wide
program with the introduction of an art-based
field trip to Eptek in Summerside as well as the
addition of classroom presentation in schools
in Prince County. Our strategic plan will see
more schools engaged in quality classroom
presentation and site visits at Orwell,
Beaconsfield, Eptek, and Green Park.

Orwell Agri-Culture Project: A partnership was
created between the museum, Mount Stewart
Consolidated, Souris Regional and École
François-Buote to research, plan, build, plant,
and harvest gardens that aligned with
traditional agriculture from the Mi’kmaq,
Acadian, and Scottish communities. The
partnerships were extended to each of the
communities for students’ research needs and
for information vetting
  
Surname History: We developed a partnership
with the French Language School Board to
provide a program for French students that
reflected the history of their communities as
well as the origins of many Acadian surnames.
We selected a range of tools related to
occupational surnames and brought them to
French classrooms to explore name origins
and their connection to material history.
Material history focuses on the study of
physical objects and what they can tell us
about our past. The project will continue to be
offered in French schools going forward.
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Education Programming
Hybrid Classroom/Site Visits: Our hybrid program
where presenters visit schools and then lead on-
site activities continues to receive strong
support. Eight schools have been regularly
participating, with multiple classes visiting the
nearest museum. Beaconsfield's program
remains popular, due in part to its proximity to
several schools. We have also seen the hybrid
program expand in Summerside where Eptek has
created a strong partnership with Parkside
School.

Orwell Corner Historic Village School Tour 2023

Acadian Museum 



The Island Magazine

Spring/Summer 2023 - Issue 92
The latest issue of The Island Magazine focused
on milestones, as 2023 marked both 150 years
since Prince Edward Island joined
Confederation as Canada's seventh province,
and 50 years since four of the Foundation’s
heritage sites had opened to the public.

Articles featured in this issue included:
Merchants Follow the Rails to Kensington,
Prince Edward Island, 1875-1880/ Les
marchands suivent les rails vers Kensington,
Île-du-Prince-Édouard, 1875 à 1880 written
by D. Bailey Clark
Prince Edward Island Tea Parties written by
Georges Arsenault
Putting the "Anne" in "Japan": The Rise of
Japanese Tourism to Prince Edward Island
written by Michael Pass

N O T A B L E
P R O J E C T S  &
I N I T I A T I V E S  
( con t inued )

the hidden island Podcast
Our podcast is dedicated to exploring the Island’s
past in new and unexpected ways. Listeners will
discover the hidden history of Prince Edward
Island - and find out why that history is still
relevant today. 

Our podcast at a glance:
The podcast has been downloaded over
15,000 times at the time of the writing of this
report by listeners all around the globe
We released season four in February 2024
Featured episodes: PEI Black History, PEI and
the Road to Confederation, Hurricane Fiona
and Climate Change, the story of PEI Tourism,
and the History of Chinese Islanders
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Our team is hard at work completing season 5. The
podcast is available on all popular podcasting platforms,
including Amazon Music, Apple Podcast, Audible, Spotify,
and more. 



Shopify and gift shops 2023-24
The Foundation’s shopping platform, Shopify,
contains over 120 items, including issues of The
Island Magazine, memberships, books, podcast
merchandise, and PEI-made giftware. 

Gross sales: $314,884.17
Net sales: $277,349.71

N O T A B L E
P R O J E C T S  &
I N I T I A T I V E S  
( con t inued )

Island Digital Voices
The Island Digital Voices project, founded in
2021, is an initiative of the Government of Prince
Edward Island.  It aims to capture the stories of
community members so they can be shared and
preserved as part of our province’s history. In
2023-2024, the stories of nine more individuals
were added to the project:

Albert Arsenault                       Margie Carmichael                   
Christy Oditah                           Makena Tarichia
Eric Wagner                               Michael Morrison
Hannah Gehrels                        Sean Doke
Leo Cheverie

If you have a story you would like to share,
please contact us at mhpei@gov.pe.ca or on
social media @heritagepei. You can find our
stories and more at
https://www.islanddigitalvoices.ca
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ArtsSmarts
Artworks by Prince Edward Island students who
participated in the 2022-2023 ArtsSmarts
Program, featuring works from students at École
Évangéline, École François-Buote, John J. Sark
Memorial School, and Englewood School. 

Online Collection
The Online Collection is part of an ongoing
project to digitize the Provincial Collection. The
website allows the public to access the
collection from anywhere in the world and view
the material and cultural objects that have been
categorized. 

During the reporting period, 4,046 material and
cultural objects were photographed and entered
in the e-museum’s database. To view, visit
https://collections.peimuseum.ca

 Beatty Bros. Limited was established in 1874 by brothers George and
Matthew Beatty. Based out of Fergus, Ontario, the company mainly

produced farm implements prior to the 1920s including reapers, mowers,
straw cutters, land rollers and plows. In 1927, Beatty Bros Ltd. was the first

to produce electric washing machines with agitators, such as the clothes
washer shown in this image

Home Collection - circa 1933 



N O T A B L E
E V E N T S  &
P R O G R A M M I N G

Eptek Wednesday Workshop Series: During the
Summer of 2023, we offered a weekly workshop
series showcasing local artists and a variety of
mediums. These workshops were immensely
popular, with many people choosing to attend
multiple ones, which resulted in a fun and
welcoming community vibe at the site.

Makers Sessions
These free monthly drop-in sessions are held in
the main gallery at Eptek Art & Culture Centre
and are primarily community-led. Participants are
encouraged to gather their latest project and join
fellow makers for an afternoon of making. This
initiative was introduced in February 2024 as part
of artist Jane Whitten’s retrospective exhibit and
has been a welcome addition to our regular
programming.

National Acadian Day: Observed on August 15 at
the Acadian Museum, the event was a
collaboration with the Sister Antoinette
DesRoches Historical Committee, featuring
music, bilingual talks, art, games demonstrations,
and food.

Talks and Workshops at the Acadian
Museum:

Island Acadians and Confederation by
George Arsenault, in French.

My Adventures in Photography by Leona
Arsenault in English.

Father Pierre-Paul Arsenault, and Important
Island Acadian by Georges Arsenault, in
French.

Presentation of the book Into the Wind by
author A.J.B Johnston.

Encaustic Paint Workshop by Angele
Arsenault.

Paint Workshop by Lise Genova.

Christmas at the Acadian Museum: This
family-friendly event included talks, music,
naulet (cookie) contest, singalongs, and food.

Under the Spire Acadian Traditions Ceilidh:  
Educational information was provided to
participants at the Acadian Museum’s kiosk for
this event. 

Professional Development: The Acadian
Museum hosted a Professional Development
Day for French immersion teachers which
included a kiosk at the Carrefour De L’Ile-
Saint-Jean Community Center.
 

Eptek’s Makers Sessions Space 
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N O T A B L E
E V E N T S  &
P R O G R A M M I N G
( con t inued )

New Life on the Farm: Visitors to Orwell Corner
Historic Village experienced late-1800s mixed
farming and interacted with spring arrivals,
including milking goats, bottle-feeding lambs and
cows, and visiting chickens, turkeys, and pigs.

Bread and Butter: At Orwell Corner Historic
Village, visitors experienced the 1800s bread and
butter-making process, from grain harvesting to
churning cream into butter.
 

Blacksmithing: This living history program
continues to be offered at Orwell Corner
Historic Village and Green Park Shipbuilding
Museum and Yeo House due to its popularity
among students. Visitors learn the art of
blacksmithing and forge keepsakes.

Farm Day: This event showcased plowing and
hay binder demonstrations using antique
equipment. It also showcased antique saws,
threshers, and other equipment.

Oyster Festival Parade: In the Summer of
2023, staff from the Green Park Shipbuilding
Museum and Yeo House, dressed in period
costume to participate in the Tyne Valley
Oyster Festival Parade. This was a great
opportunity to engage with the community and
enjoy the festivities.

Orwell Corner Historic Village 2023
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Initiatives of Heritage Officer

Young Citizens Program: All Provincial Heritage
Fair participants and finalists were invited to
create videos of their projects for Canada’s
History’s National Young Citizens program. Videos
were posted online for viewing and voting at
YoungCitizens.ca. Sophia Bourque, a Grade 5
student from Spring Park Elementary, was one of
four national winners with her project Quill Art /
L’art de la penne. Winners received a $500 credit
toward a Registered Education Savings Plan.

Provincial Heritage Incentive Program: This
program provides financial assistance for
eligible provincially designated heritage places
under the Heritage Places Protection Act. In
2023, Under the Spire Music Festival was
awarded a $1,602.06 grant for a conservation
project for the Historic St. Mary’s Church.
Improvements included conservation of wood-
paneled doors.



EXHIB IT IONS
F o u n d a t i o n  C u r a t e d
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Prince Edward Island: 150 Years/ L’Ile-du-Prince-Edouard: 150 Ans
Beaconsfield Historic House - July to October 2023
Ottawa - June to October 2023

This exhibition was a captivating visual
display at the Beaconsfield Historic
House gardens commemorating 150
years since Prince Edward Island joined
as Canada’s seventh province. The photo
exhibit focused on the less recognized
legacy of Confederation while
acknowledging Canada’s complex
relationship with Indigenous people.

Prince Edward Island: 150 Years/ L’Ile-du-Prince-Edouard: 150 Ans
Top image: Exhibit Launch Day in PEI

Lower image: Exhibit panels displayed in Ottawa 

The photo exhibit was simultaneously
displayed at the Chateau Laurier terrace in
Ottawa, allowing those in Canada’s national
capital to experience the Island’s
remarkable journey over the past century
and a half. Printing of the panels located in
PEI was possible thanks to the generous
support received from Canadian Heritage
and the City of Charlottetown.



Hale-toi une chaise! / Pull up a chair!
(Acadian Museum, November 2022 to June
2023): Featuring pieces made in collaboration
with members of the public through a
community project as well as pieces from the
Acadian Museum’s artifacts and archives
collections.

Yesterday, Today Volume II: A Portrait of
Summerside (Eptek Arts & Culture Centre,
March 31 – May 19, 2023):
This exhibit portrayed Summerside homes,
buildings, and churches with 36 paintings that
take you on a tour to view the proud
architectural landmarks of the city. This was the
second instalment in this series by Eddy
Schwartz, following his 2018 exhibit, Yesterday,
Today, and the PEI Museum and Heritage
Foundation-published book of the same name.

Quilts of Covid by Kindred Spirits Quilt Guild
of PEI (Eptek Arts & Culture Centre, June 13
- September 29, 2023):
Eptek Art & Culture Centre hosted the Quilts of
Covid exhibition, by the Kindred Spirits Quilt
Guild of PEI. The quilts were created during the
2020 Covid-19 lockdown – they were projects
that had been in ‘to-finish’ piles that would not
have been completed if not for the extended
time at home provided by the lockdown.

We were thrilled to welcome Lieutenant
Governor, Her Honour Antoinette Perry, and Dr.
Heather Morrison, PEI’s Chief Health Officer, to
the Quilts of Covid exhibit in the summer of
2023.

E X H I B I T I O N S
F o u n d a t i o n  H o s t e d

Palette (Acadian Museum, July 2 to October
8): Collaboration with members of Coopérative
La Palette in Abram-Village. It was very
appreciated by both visitors and artists. Some
of the pieces were on display through the
winter. 

Through the Lens
(Eptek Arts & Culture Centre, October 10 –
November 17, 2023): Works by members of the
Red Sands Photography Club, a group of
amateur and professional photographers from
Queens and Prince Counties, PEI. 

Remembrance Day Exhibit 
(Eptek Arts & Culture Centre, October 25 –
December 13, 2023): Each autumn, Eptek
collaborates with local historians on a lobby
exhibit focusing on local Summerside veterans
and their stories. This year’s exhibit highlights
Ernest H. Strong, Andrea Dalton, HMCS
Summerside, and Red Cross home front knitting
efforts.
This annual collaboration is made possible by
the generous loans of artifacts and sharing of
stories by Greg Gallant of the PEI Regiment
Museum and local historian Randy Ross.
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Dix millions de pas / Ten Million Steps
(Acadian Museum, October 15 to April 28):
Collaboration with Henry “Hank” Gallant of Nail
Pond to tell his story of being the first to walk
the TransCanada Highway from coast to coast
in 1967.

Opening prayer and smudge ceremony 
led by Elder Keptin James Bernard

at the Aquaculture: Farming the Waters Exhibition



Espèces en péril / Species at risk
(Acadian Museum, October 31 to November
26): Traveling display by Nature PEI installed in
the back of our video room. Since this was a
quiet time of year, unfortunately not many
people saw it. We needed to remove it when we
did because of our big annual Christmas event
coming up.
 
Aquaculture: Farming the Waters 
(Eptek Arts & Culture Centre, November 28,
2023 – February 16, 2024): This exhibit
offered a glimpse of how farmers in PEI and
across the country cultivate fish, shellfish, and
seaweed species. This family-friendly
experience included engaging displays and
interactive elements developed by the Canada
Agriculture and Food Museum, part of Canada's
Museums of Science and Innovation, and in
partnership with Fisheries and Oceans Canada.

E X H I B I T I O N S
F o u n d a t i o n  H o s t e d

Mini Quilts: Whisper Challenge & President’s
Challenge
(Eptek Arts & Culture Centre, December 20,
2023 – January 31, 2024)
Two series of quilted wall hangings from the PEI
Modern Quilt Guild. Whisper Challenge 2023: A
‘whisper challenge’ is like a quilter’s game of
‘telephone’, where each participant creates a
piece inspired by the one passed to them. In
this year’s Whisper Challenge, participants were
asked to make a wall hanging based on page 23
of the book they were reading at the start of
the New Year 2023.

Oyster Art (Eptek Arts & Culture Centre,
February 3 – 29, 2024)
Debbie Brady’s artistic vision and specialized
macro photography techniques uncover the
never-before-seen abstract beauty hidden in
small sections of an oyster shell. The result is a
series of captivating abstracts that inspire
curiosity and imagination

Of Growing Concern: 40 Years of Textile
Creation Amid the Havoc of Climate Change
(Eptek Arts & Culture Centre, March 3 – April
7, 2024):
This exhibit is a retrospective of Jane Meredith
Whitten’s creative practice experimenting with
textiles in response to her surroundings. Her
use of traditional techniques in non-traditional
ways, often with unexpected materials, creates
works that engage viewers to think and rethink
about the impact of climate change and the
urgency of taking action.

Culture and Climate on PEI (Eptek Arts &
Culture Centre, March 1 – 28, 2024) 
An ongoing documentary project by
photojournalist Angela Rowlings which explores
the intersection of environmental changes and
PEI’s diverse cultural traditions, as well as
contributions of newcomers. Angela’s photos
tell the stories of a family farm that spans
generations, the introduction of Lennox Island
First Nation’s treaty fishery, and the destruction
and recovery from Hurricane Fiona. Her images
highlight special moments from daily life and
scenes from across the Island that must be
recorded as PEI faces more extreme weather,
reduction in sea ice, and other climate
challenges that can affect Islanders’ unique
way of life.
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Launch Day
Aquaculture: Farming the Waters Exhibition

AquaVision
(Eptek Arts & Culture Centre, November 28,
2023 – February 16, 2024)
The Island is surrounded and crossed by water.
It often defines the soul and sights that inspire
artists. Summerside Art Club members created
works with the concept of AquaVision
representing how they see the world through
the lens of water; be it water creatures,
reflections, landscapes with water as a major
feature, and much more.  



2 0 2 4  H e r i t a g e  A w a r d s
T h e  P E I  M u s e u m  a n d  H e r i t a g e  F o u n d a t i o n  H e r i t a g e  A w a r d s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d
e a c h  y e a r  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  g r o u p s  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o
h e r i t a g e  o n  P r i n c e  E d w a r d  I s l a n d .
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 Heritage Awards

Volunteer of the Year Award
Brenda MacQuarrie Boudreau

for her significant contributions to preserving the Island’s history within Victoria by the Sea

Natural Heritage Activity Award
Beth Hoar

for her extensive work preserving the Island’s natural heritage through advocacy, education, and
conservation initiatives

Publications of the Year Award
Joshua MacFadyen

author of the book, Time Flies: A History of Prince Edward Island from the Air, a significant academic and
public resource 

Kathleen MacMillan
author of the book, From Sword to Pen, a comprehensive biography of Cyrus John MacMillan 

Mary Cornfoot Brehaut Award
Louis Joseph Arsenault

for his extensive research in the field of Acadian genealogy focusing on St. Hubert families

Irene Rogers Architectural Award
Josh Silver 

 for his work on preserving, restoring, and retrofitting historic buildings across the province

Boyde Beck Memorial Bursary
Linda Hennessey 

for preserving the Island’s history through collecting and archiving 
stories and genealogies of Black Islanders

Award of Honour
Confederation Centre Art Gallery 

for their dedication to the Island’s art history scholarship , public exhibitions, education, art history
scholarship, and collecting and preservation of local artwork
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Heritage Recognition Awards
Aggi-Rose Reddin 

for sharing and preserving Prince Edward Island’s history through initiatives with 

the Glenaladale Heritage Trust

Dianne Porter 

for sharing the Island’s history through the book 

Unhistoric Acts: Inside the Women’s Movement on Prince Edward Island

Earle MacDonald 

posthumously presented for his dedication to restoring historical photographs and sharing

them through his social media page Earle’s Picture Restoration Prince Edward Island

Geneviève Loughlin & Mo Duffy Cobb 

for sharing the Island’s history through the book 

Fiona: Prince Edward Island Accounts of Canada’s Biggest Storm

Glen Kelly

 for preserving the Island’s cultural heritage through conservation 

initiatives within Hillsborough River

Jamie Thomas 

for sharing and preserving Lennox Island First Nation 

and Mi’kmaq culture on Prince Edward Island

Jenene Wooldridge 

for sharing and preserving Mi’kmaq rights, culture, and heritage on Prince Edward Island

Jennifer Campbell & Suzanne Campbell

for sharing the Island’s history through The Bessie Carruthers Study Club performance

Leland Currie 

for sharing the Island’s history through the book Early Settlers of Lot 7 Prince Edward Island

Lorraine Clements

 for sharing the Island’s history through the book The Girl from 108

Myrna Babineau 

for preserving Scottish heritage on the Island through multifaceted contributions

Nicole Lodge 

for sharing the Island’s history and promoting diversity, equity, and inclusion 

through the book Through the Eyes of a Dog

St. Patrick’s Ancestral Cemetery Restoration Committee 

for sharing and preserving the Island’s history through historical research, 

community engagement, and restoration efforts 



D o n a t i o n s
In 2023, 51 artifacts were added to the Provincial Collection. If you have an
artifact that you think should be part of the collection, please visit our website
or contact our Registrar at lacaseley@gov.pe.ca to be guided through the
process. The Foundation would like to thank the generous donors who
contributed to the collection, including:

Endowment  Trus t

Greg Gallant
Gregory Locsin
Hillsborough River
Association 
Jane Whitten
Jim Hornby
John Gomez
Judy Scheer & Ron Howse
Katherine Dewar
Kathleen Ross
Koady Sock
Lesley Caseley
Linda Berko
Luke Crawford
Marie Ewing
Mary Lynn Bruvals 

Mary Morrison 
Meg Preston
Michael Murphy
Nora Boyle
Paul Jenkins
Paula Kenny
PEERS Alliance
Peter Simpson
Robert MacLean
Ron Carmicheal 
Samantha Kelly
Sara Cousins
Stingray Media 
Susanne Dudley 
Trish Carter
Vicki Francis
Wendy Allen

Adrianne Balcom 
Advisory Council on Status of Women
Anne MacLarin
Barb MacNevin
BBI Group
Caitlyn Paxon
Canadian Red Cross Quilt Research Group
Cherly Delziel
Creative PEI
Dana Biersteker
Dr. Aime Doyle 
Edith Nicholson
Edward MacDonald
Edweena Campbell
Elliot & Maggie Morrison
Erdeen Martin

The Endowment Trust Fund is managed for the benefit of the PEI Museum and
Heritage Foundation. Each year, a small amount of the income earned by the
Trust is used by the Foundation on special projects. Decisions about the Trust
are made by a committee consisting of the provincial Minister of Justice, the
Chief Justice for PEI, and the Chair of the Board of Governors of the PEI
Museum and Heritage Foundation.

The Committee met in July 2023 and determined to withdraw $30,000 from
the Trust. The funds helped support a new season of the hidden island
podcast, repairs to Beaconsfield Historic House that were not covered by our
Capital Budget, and a contract extension for our Diversity and Inclusion
consultant.
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C A P I T A L  P R O J E C T S

In the 2023-2024 fiscal year, several infrastructure projects were completed at our
Collections Facility and three of our sites. The total cost of this year’s Capital Projects
was $174, 691.

At Beaconsfield Historic House, tree removal services and repairs to four large areas
of the ceiling were urgently required due to damage caused by Hurricane Fiona.
Extensive plasterwork, including repairs to one medallion and seven rosettes
throughout the museum, was completed during the reporting period. Additionally, the
roof of Beaconsfield Carriage House, which had been leaking for years, received a
much-needed replacement.

Other repairs, due to aging buildings and water damage from Hurricane Fiona, were
needed at Orwell Corner Historic Village. The work completed at three of the site’s
buildings included new roof, plaster, chimney removals, new signage, and painting.

Damaged plaster ceilings were also repaired at the Yeo House in Green Park. Last but
not least, in November 2023, our Collections Facility’s overhead lights were upgraded
with LED lights as they had not been replaced since the 1970s. In addition, a new bay
door was installed to prevent water from getting into the storage area. 
 
We are extremely grateful for the Province’s continued support for our capital
spending program, which has allowed us to begin addressing the backlog of
infrastructure issues at our various sites. With most of the Hurricane Fiona damage
behind us, we hope that funding allocation will permit us to continue addressing other
pressing needs as well as regular maintenance of our aging infrastructure.
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Staffing
Larry Hughes who had been the Head Groundskeeper for many years has
retired. In discussing with Public Works, it was decided that for the time being
he would not be replaced and that his workload would be shared amongst
Keith Fraser, James Hemphill and Justin Ellands. They will work under the
supervision of Jonathan Gauthier. Mowing of the property has been
contracted out. 

Public events
The public was once again allowed to have bilingual guided tours of the House
– the guides were Fenix Doherty-Kirby and Roisin Mullen. They welcomed a
total of 2,315 visitors to the house during July and August – 1,878 tours were
given in English and 437 in French.

The gardens are also very popular with Islanders and visitors. The new labels
identifying the various plants are also a much-appreciated feature.
 
The annual Garden Party was well attended with weather cooperating.
Entertainment was provided by the Prince Edward Island Regiment Band.
Attendance was 354.

The Christmas Open House was held on Wednesday, December 6 from 3 to 6
pm. We had a total number of 376 people through. Decorating service was
provided by Pam Corrigan and Charlene Costain from the Alberton area. The
music was provided by the UPEI Music Department.

The New Year’s Day Levee was held with a total number of 637 people coming
through the line. 

The Governor General made her first official visit to Prince Edward Island,
from September 11 to 13, 2023. The Governor General’s team chose to seek
accommodations elsewhere, possibly due to mobility issues.

G O V E R N M E N T  H O U S E
C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T
2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4  C H A I R ’ S  R E P O R T

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  w h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  
a t  G o v e r n m e n t  H o u s e  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  y e a r .
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Government House Committee

The Committee lost several members this past year. Holly Hinds (Public
Works) and Linda Berko (PEI Museum) both retired and Carolyn McKillop’s
term on the board of the Museum and Heritage Foundation has come to an
end. Derryl MacDonald has taken over Holly Hinds’ position. We are waiting for
replacement members for Linda Berko and Carolyn McKillop. Linda Berko will
remain on the committee as member at large. 

Aside from their regular duties, members of the Government House
Committee spent some time reviewing the Administrative Support Manual –
the last time this had been done was in 2017, before the appointment of the
current Lieutenant Governor. 

Garden Subcommittee

The subcommittee is operating smoothly. It is chaired by Shelley MacEwen,
and other members are Her Honour, Heidi Riley, Linda Berko, Jonathan
Gauthier, Monique Lafontaine and Krista Rodd as secretary. Both Shelley
MacEwen and Heidi Riley have years of expertise and have also been
volunteering their time to coordinate the planting of the beds and their
maintenance. 

In conclusion

I would like to thank Her Honour for her dedication as well as Holly Hinds,
Linda Berko, and Carolyn McKillop for their contributions to the workings of
the Government House Committee and for the members of the House
Committee and the Garden Subcommittee. I am also grateful to Cindy
Cheverie and the staff of Government House for their invaluable assistance. 

Monique Lafontaine
Chair of the Government House Committee 
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S P E C I A L  T H A N K S
T O  O U R  S U P P O R T E R S

Star Sponsor
Canadian National Railway Company

Champion
Bookmark

Advocates
Outlier Designs and Interiors

TechnoMedia
Walter Clark

Ambassadors
Anne Galle

Andrew MacPherson
Betty Jeffery

Brent and Phyllis MacLennan
Charlottetown Area Development Corporation

City of Charlottetown
DALMAC

Eva MacDonald
Hugh Simpson

Ian Carter
Jerry and Joan Ivany
Lawrence Wisniewski

Parks Canada
PEI Mutual Insurance Company

As well as the dedicated volunteers at the 
Collections Facility and our seven museum and heritage sites!
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902-368-6600

mhpei@gov.pe.ca 

2 Kent Street, Charlottetown, PE C1A 1M6

peimuseum.ca

@heritagepei

STAY CONNECTED!

PEI Museum and
Heritage Foundation

Musée et Fondation du
patrimoine de l’Î.-P.-É

Found at a jumble sale in 1986/1987,  this quilt is a large, hand-pieced and machine-
sewn creation with intricate patchwork, featuring both 4-patch and 16-patch blocks, blue
sashing, floral borders, and a cotton batting layer. Made during WWII, it was collected
by the Canadian Red Cross and sent to Europe to assist those affected by bombings. The
quilt became known to the Canadian Red Cross
Quilt Research Group in 2010, after the purchaser learned about their 
initiative. It is now part of the PEI Museum 
collection, showcasing local contributions 
during the war effort.


