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In the spirit of Reconciliation, we acknowledge that the land upon which the 
PEI Museum & Heritage Foundation stands is unceded Mi’kmaq territory.

Epekwitk, as well as all of Mi'kma'ki, is covered by the historic Treaties of Peace
and Friendship. We pay our respects to the Epekwitneqaq Mi'kmaq who have lived
on this land of over 12,000 years and continue to live here, preserving and sharing

their culture and traditions for countless generations to come.

Kinu na msit tela’matultite’wk.
Nous sommes tous visés par les traités.

We are all treaty people.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

06These three baskets are just a glimpse of Irene Lewis's remarkable craftsmanship. 
Part of the Ray Sark Collection, these baskets are among over a hundred she created. 

Irene, a gifted basketmaker, instilled her work with the spirit and culture of her ancestors,
having wished each piece farewell as they found new homes.



Honourable Cory Deagle
Minister of Fisheries, Tourism, Sport and Culture

Dear Minister Deagle:
We are delighted to present the Annual Report of the Prince Edward Island
Museum and Heritage Foundation for the fiscal period of 2022-2023.

Thanks to strong support from the province, the Foundation has become
more resilient and more able to deliver on our mandate in an increasingly
sustainable and effective manner. Within this report, you will read about the
many initiatives that kept us busy this past year.

Throughout the 2023-2024 fiscal year, our organization will continue to
safeguard the heritage of the Province and facilitate meaningful connections
between Islanders, visitors, and our rich history. We look forward to
continuing our collaborative efforts in the forthcoming year.

Respectfully submitted,

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  C H A I R
A N D  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

VIVIAN BEER
CHAIR

MATTHEW MCRAE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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A B O U T  T H E  F O U N D A T I O N

V i s i o n
To help Islanders play an active and informed role in shaping their world;
To encourage an understanding and appreciation of Prince Edward Island culture
and natural heritage. 

M i s s i o n
To serve as Prince Edward Island’s provincial museum, the principal repository and
steward of evidence that documents or represents the cultural and natural history of
the Province and its people;
To preserve the heritage of the Island for present and future generations. 

M a n d a t e
To study, collect, preserve, interpret, and protect the human and natural heritage of
Prince Edward Island for the use, benefit, and enjoyment of the people of the
Province;
To acquire and share knowledge of Prince Edward Island history, culture, and the
natural world;
To encourage discovery, appreciation, and understanding of PEI and inspire
Islanders and visitors to explore and understand the world around them.
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B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s
The PEI Museum and Heritage
Foundation Board of Governors is
appointed by the Lieutenant
Governor in Council pursuant to
section five of the Museum Act. 
The Act states that the PEI Museum
and Heritage Foundation shall have
a board consisting of not fewer than
six and not more than eight
members. Members are appointed
to a three-year term and are eligible
for reappointment.
The composition of the board for
the reporting period was as follows: 

V I V I A N  B E E R ,  C H A I R
2 N D  T E R M  

F I E P  D E  B I E
1 S T  T E R M

G O R D O N  L A V O I E
1 S T  T E R M  

G R E G  M U N N
1 S T  T E R M  

J O A N  S I N C L A I R
1 S T  T E R M

K A R E N  M A I R
1 S T  T E R M

M O N I C A  G I L K S
1 S T  T E R M

S A R A  J A N E  A F F L E C K
1 S T  T E R M

    Board of    
Governors  

Civil Excluded Group –  Brown
Seasonal Positions – White

UPSE - Beige

 
Seasonal
Recalls (2) 

Executive Director
Matthew McRae 

Tour Guide/

Bruce Brown (Acting)

Housekeeper

Site Manager

Lynne Morrow

BIL Site Manger

Noella Richard 

 Comms &
Fundraising
Coordinator

 Erin Docherty

Gloria Arsenault

Site Manager

Nikkie Gallant

Site Manager

Caitlyn Paxson

Maintenance Worker 

Tour Guide/

Jeannie Campbell

Groundskeeper

Business Administrator
Mary Paquet

Site Manager 
Orwell Corner

Kevin MacLean

Executive Assistant
Emily McGuirk 

Maintenance Worker 
Bruce Brown

Site Manager
Beaconsfield

Nick Longaphy

Elmira

Curator of History
Samantha Kelly 

BIL Admin Support 
Angele Barriault

Acadian Museum 

Site Manager 
Basin Head

Elizabeth MacDonald

Interpreter

Heritage Officer
Charlotte
Stewart

 Admin & Curatorial
Assistant

Danielle Gaudry-
MacFadyen

Green Park/Yeo House 

Eptek Art & Culture Centre 

 Education &
Programming
Coordinator

Jason MacNeil

Museum 
Programming

Assistant
Rose Matheson

Alan Watts 

Curator of Collections  
& Conservator

Linda Berko

Registrar
Meg Preston (Acting)

 

Recalls (3) 

 
Seasonal
Recalls (1) 

Seasonal 
 

Seasonal
Recalls (4)

 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  S t r u c t u r e

Farm Worker
Vacant
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In 2022-2023, the Foundation comprised:
- 19 permanent full-time & part-time employees;
- 8 contract employees;
- 15 casual callback employees;
- 28 temporary summer staff. 

As a non-profit, the Foundation relies upon provincial and federal support to
hire essential contract and summer staff. Support accessed includes
programs run by Canadian Heritage; Employment and Social Development
Canada; Employment Development Agency; Skills PEI and Innovation PEI.
 
These temporary staff are largely located at the seven Museum and Heritage
sites, providing interpretation and customer service to our visitors. A few
contract staff were assigned to special project teams, such as Island Digital
Voices and the hidden island podcast. 

S t a f f i n g

PEI Museum & Heritage Foundation staff at the 2023 Orientation session at Eptek Art & Culture Centre.
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Responsible for the Foundation’s
legislated activities behind the scenes:
preservation and conservation,
collections development, research,
documentation and access, exhibitions,
training, and public outreach.
The team includes a Curator of
Collections and Conservator, a Curator
of History, a Registrar, two digital
assistants, one photographer, and
additional short-term contract staff,
volunteers, and interns.

Last year, our Conservator assisted a
team of paleontologists with removing a
300-million-year-old fossilized skeleton
from the beach shoreline at Cape
Egmont. This belongs to a significant
species unidentified anywhere else
worldwide to date!

COLLECTIONS

D i v i s i o n s

ADMINISTRATION
Responsible for the professional
administrative functions of the
Foundation: strategic and business
planning, communications and digital
media, fundraising, member
recruitment, finance and payroll,
accounts receivable and payable, and
human resources. 
The team includes the Executive
Director, a Business Administrator, an
Administrative Assistant, and a
Communication and Fundraising
Coordinator, as well as other contract
employees.

The Administration division is housed
out of the reportedly haunted
Beaconsfield Historic House. The
staff kitchen is an eerie hotspot!

fun facts

PEI Museum & Heritage Foundation staff at the 2023 Orientation session at Beaconsfield Historic House.
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Responsible for developing and
delivering public programming for
visitors, education programming which
aligns with provincially established
curriculum and learning outcomes for
K-12 students, as well as teaching aids
for teachers to support learning in
Island classrooms. This division is led
by a permanent, year-round Education
and Programming officer, and three
short-term contract employees.

In 2022-2023, this small but mighty
team visited 65 island classrooms -
DOUBLE that of the previous year! If
you are a teacher and haven’t worked
with the Education team yet, what are
you waiting for? Give us a call today!

EDUCATION
& PROGRAMMING HERITAGE

Responsible for administering
programs pursuant to the Heritage
Places Protection Act and
maintaining the official Register of
Heritage Places and the
peihistoricplaces.ca website. The
Heritage Officer also acts as
secretary to the Heritage Places
Advisory Board, striving to promote
and support the importance of
heritage in the province. 

The Heritage Officer coordinated the
Provincial Heritage Fair, which
hosted 150 students from over 25
schools! 

fun facts

Robert Greer, staff at Orwell Corner Historic Village, leading a school tour.
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MUSEUM AND HERITAGE SITES
open year-round

Acadian Museum

Beaconsfield Historic House

Eptek Art & Culture Centre

The site invites guests to discover the journey of
the Acadians’ 300-year presence on PEI with their
permanent exhibition. The Museum also features
temporary exhibitions, beautiful historical
paintings, interpretive videos, a genealogy
research centre, and a gift shop. 

Team composition: Site Manager, Administrative
Assistant, Seasonal Chief Interpreter, and
temporary student staff.

One of Charlottetown’s most elegant and
beautifully restored Victorian homes. Built with the
finest materials and craftsmanship by prodigious
architect W. C. Harris, the site is also home to a
Carriage House that hosts meetings, lectures,
concerts and public events. Guests are welcome
to shop the well-appointed gift shop and stroll the
grounds gardens overlooking Charlottetown’s
beautiful waterfront, Victoria Park and
Government House. 

Team composition: Site Manager, as well as
temporary contract and student staff.

This site offers frequently changing exhibitions
that feature PEI history, art, culture, and science.
During the summer months, guests can participate
in weekly art and craft demonstrations, and the
site is home to year-round programming like
exhibition scavenger hunts, lunchtime film series,
as well as a well-appointed gift shop. 

Team composition: Site Manager, Administrative
and Curatorial Assistant, Museum Programming
Assistant, and temporary student staff.
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MUSEUM AND HERITAGE SITES
open seasonally

Basin Head Fisheries Museum
Open to the public from June 19 to September 22, 2022. 
The site shares the story of PEI’s historic inshore fishery with its
permanent exhibition and Cannery. Overlooking the beautiful
Northumberland Strait at Basin Head Provincial Park, guests are
welcome to cool off with an ice cream cone from The Scoop,
the site’s beachside ice cream hut, or shop the gift shop. 
Team composition: Site Manager, Seasonal Tour Guides, and
student staff.

Elmira Railway Museum
Open to the public from June 12 to September 23, 2022.
The site features an exhibition of the original transportation
links to the mainland via the railway system. Guests are
welcome to ride the speeder and trolley, view one of Atlantic
Canada’s largest model train collections, play on the train-
themed playground, and shop the gift shop. Acquisition of a
new miniature trackless train is in progress. 
Team composition: Site Manager, Seasonal Senior Tour Guide,
and student staff.

Green Park Shipbuilding Museum
and Yeo House
Open to the public from June 1 to August 27, 2022.
The site takes guests back to the 1860s to experience PEI’s
fabled shipbuilding industry and tour Yeo House, a beautifully
restored – and reportedly haunted - Victorian home. Guests are
welcome to stroll the beautiful grounds and garden, view the
historic schoolhouse, and try their hand at blacksmithing. 
Team composition: Site Manager, Seasonal Senior Interpretive
Staff, and other contract and student staff.

Orwell Corner Historic Village
Open to the public from May 24 to September 23, 2022.
The site invites guests to discover a charming historic village
that depicts life in an 1890s agricultural crossroad and engage
in fun, kid-friendly, educational programming. Visitors can feed
the animals, browse the agricultural museum, try their hand at
blacksmithing, make candles, go for a horse and wagon ride,
and visit the general store, church, and schoolhouse. Guests are
welcome to pack a picnic to enjoy while overlooking beautiful
Orwell Bay. 
Team composition: Site Manager, Farmer, Maintenance Worker,
Admission Clerk, Seasonal Tour Guides, and student staff.

08



Acadian Museum Basin Head Fisheries Museum Beaconsfield Historic House Elmira Railway Museum
Eptek Art & Culture Centre Green Park & Yeo House Orwell Corner Historic Village

0 25,000 50,000 75,000

2020-2021 

2021-2022 

2022-2023 

Followers

6,000 

4,000 

2,000 

0 

Facebook
Instagram
Twitter (X)

Reach/Impressions

600,000 

400,000 

200,000 

0 

OUR IMPACT

V i s i t a t i o n s

Hurricane Fiona undoubtedly impacted visitation to our sites in 2022-2023.
Nevertheless, the Foundation still reported 72,879 total visits - a whopping
93% growth compared to the previous fiscal year! We are well on track to
fully recover after COVID, having tripled the figures of 2020-2021. 

Chief among visitation drivers were the Foundation-produced and hosted
exhibitions and Summer-Fall programming. Digital promotions also
contributed greatly to the increase in numbers.

Within the fiscal year, the Foundation had successfully leveraged social media
channels to promote the seven sites and share stories of Island history and
heritage. All platforms experienced steady growth and engagement.

D i g i t a l  f o o t p r i n t
Followers: individuals who subscribe to
the Foundation’s social media accounts. 
Reach: total number of people that saw
the Foundation’s content on Facebook
and Instagram.
Impressions: the number of times
audience saw the Foundation’s content
on Twitter (X).
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P r o v i n c i a l  M u s e u m
S T R A T E G I C  P L A N

Providing adequate facilities for the
preservation, research, and expansion of
the collection;
Developing spaces and experiences that
are inclusive, representative, and
accessible for all;
Connecting more broadly to the
community and key audiences;
Improving internal processes by reviewing
existing governance structures;
Developing a holistic brand that promotes
the unified and unique offerings of both
the network and individual sites. 

In the previous fiscal year, a Provincial
Museums System Strategy was developed by
Barker Langham to present a framework of
strategic priorities and objectives, as well as
potential options for the future museums
system model. 

The recommendations were formulated
based on conversations, workshops,
interviews, extensive research, and sector-
based knowledge acquired through a far-
reaching public consultation process with
various equity-deserving groups.

The five key strategic priorities include:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

This exquisite purple velvet three-piece suit, worn by Esma Kays upon her arrival in Charlottetown in 1939,
holds a unique tale. Esma, journeying from Lebanon with her new husband, Saied Kays, owner of S.N. Kays

grocery store at Pownal and Richmond streets, had dreams of becoming a dressmaker. 
Her talent served her well, as she not only crafted attire for herself but also for her three daughters. 

In the fond recollections of her daughter Doreen, Esma stood as one of Charlottetown's most stylish women.
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In line with the Foundation's strategic
priorities on diversity, equity, and inclusion
(DEI), we onboarded consultant Evelyn
Bradley in April of 2022. Initially, she
contributed to the hidden island podcast
and the strategic plan. In August of 2022,
Evelyn became our general DEI consultant.

Evelyn has worked closely with key
stakeholders, including the Board of
Governors, the Education and Collections
divisions, and site managers of
Beaconsfield Historic House and Orwell
Corner Historic Village to review and
reinforce DEI best practices. 

In the previous year, we also received
insight and education into diverse
communities from BIPOC USHR, the Black
Cultural Society, L’Nuey, and the PEI
Coalition for Women in Government. These
collaborations resulted in successful
projects like the hidden island podcast, an
Indigenous history-focused issue of the
Island Magazine, exhibitions such as
Women’s Impact on PEI Politics and
Collective Intricacies, and an ongoing
project celebrating Black women's history
in collaboration with the Department of
Education. A land acknowledgement is also
included in the latest Island Magazine and
this annual report, with a promised
commitment to include one in all
subsequent issues. Furthermore, a new
land acknowledgment will be developed to
more accurately reflect the activities of
our work towards reconciliation.

Excitingly, we started planning a
partnership with PEERS Alliance within this
reporting period, promising more impactful
initiatives to report back next year.

c o m m i t m e n t  t o
DIVERSITY - EQUITY - INCLUSION

Last year, the Foundation added a significant piece to its permanent
collection: a banner from a Black Lives Matter rally held in downtown
Charlottetown. This invaluable artifact was generously donated by the 
Black Cultural Society of PEI (BCS), who, in partnership with the
Foundation, now jointly oversee its preservation. 
In the photo, you can see Tamara Steele, Executive Director of BCS PEI,
and Matthew McRae, Executive Director of the Foundation.
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Carriage House Rentals
During the 2022-2023 period, the Carriage
House welcomed approximately 5,000 renters
and guests in a diverse range of classes, events,
and meetings. Notably, Carriage House rentals
continued to show growth, even though 37
reservations were canceled due to Hurricane
Fiona. Impressively, there were a total of 550
bookings during this period, reflecting a steady
increase from the previous year and marking the
fourth consecutive year of expansion in both
bookings and hosted events.

Research and Public Access
Where possible, the Foundation assists the public
and researchers with requests that pertain to the
Provincial Collection. During the reporting
period, the Collections Department received 13
research requests with two researchers having
visited the Collections Facility and 11 researchers
assisted virtually. 
Requested items or collections include:
- Hooked rugs made by Beatrice Arsenault
- Furniture made by John Newson
- Island autograph/signature quilts
- Pre-contact projectile points
- Seaman’s Beverages bottles
- Mid-19th century “Fancy Chairs”
- French coins
- Preservation of historic wood flooring
- Construction of 1812 military uniforms

N O T A B L E
P R O J E C T S  &
I N I T I A T I V E S

Education Programming 
Zoom Presentations: This year, we introduced
Zoom presentations and virtual museum tours
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. This
innovative approach not only saved time and
resources but also received great feedback.
We conducted four presentations in five Island
classrooms and one in Oakville, Manitoba.

Hybrid Classroom/Site Visits: We developed a
strong hybrid program where presenters visit
schools and then lead on-site programs. Eight
schools have been actively participating, with
multiple classes visiting the nearest museum.
Beaconsfield's program, conveniently located
near several schools, has been especially
popular. There's also growing interest in a
similar program at Eptek, along with a
promising partnership between Miscouche
Consolidated and the Acadian Museum.

Surname History: Designed for French
language students, focusing on artifacts
related to ancestral occupations and their
influence on family names, like Baker,
Carpenter, Paquet, and Caron. Artifacts for
both classroom presentations and a bilingual
Google Classroom application were collected
and digitized.

Black Women’s History Project (BWHP)
Resource: A collaboration with the provincial
Department of Education and Eary Years will
lead to the creation of a resource for the
BWHP. This work has already led to the the
addition of a Black history tour of the former
Bog neighbourhood to Beaconsfield's school
program. A classroom presentation is also set
to launch in October 2023, benefiting Island
classrooms. The feedback was overwhelmingly
positive.

Education Expansion: Introducing art-based
field trips to Eptek and expanded classroom
presentations to schools in western Prince
County. Our strategic plan aims to engage
more schools in quality classroom
presentations and site visits.
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N O T A B L E
P R O J E C T S  &
I N I T I A T I V E S  
( c o n t i n u e d )

the hidden island Podcast
The Foundation released season three of its
podcast, the hidden island, in September 2022.
The podcast is dedicated to exploring the
Island’s past in new and unexpected ways.
Listeners will discover the hidden history of
Prince Edward Island - and find out why that
history is still relevant today. The podcast has
been downloaded over 10,000 times at the at the
time of the writing of this report by listeners all
around the globe. Hosted by Fiona Steele, the
third season uncovered PEI Black history, Green
Gables, folklore, BIPOC experiences, forests, and
more. The podcast is available on all popular
podcasting platforms, including Amazon Music,
Apple Podcast, Audible, Spotify, and more. The
fourth season is expected to launch in October-
November 2023. 

The Island Magazine

Spring/Summer 2022 - Issue 90
Several new contributors were featured in this
issue, which included an article exploring
2SLGBTQIA+ history on PEI. The issue also
highlighted the 2022 centennial of some Island
women obtaining the right to vote in provincial
elections, and there was an illustrated poster
commissioned by PEI Advisory Council on the
Status of Women and PEI Coalition for Women
in Government. 

Fall/Winter 2022 - Issue 91
This edition of The Island Magazine marked
several significant firsts. It was the first time the
publication dedicated its content exclusively to
Epekwitnewaq Mi’kmaq history. Additonally, this
issue featured content fully translated into
Mi'kmaq. This historic issue was produced in
collaboration with L'nuey by editors Samantha
Kelly, Julie Pellissier-Lush and Tammy
MacDonald.
The production of this issue was generously
supported by Innovation PEI. The funding
enabled the inclusion of Mi’kmaq translations by
Kenny Prosper, honorariums for community
members who kindly shared their personal
stories, and more pages printed in colour which
enhanced reader experience.  We also updated
our Publishing Agreement, reviewed by the
provincial legal department, which will be
utilized for future content contributors.
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Shopify and gift shops
The Foundation’s shopping platform, Shopify,
contains 120 items, including issues of The
Island Magazine, memberships, books, podcast
merchandise, and PEI-made giftware. During
the reporting period, a point-of-sale system
was established across all seven museum and
heritage gift shops. Given the complexity of
transitioning from an analog system to a digital
platform, our team is still working continuously
to address issues and overcome challenges as
they arise. The switch to the new point-of-sale
system is still a work in progress, but is helping
the Foundation increase its efficiency and
identify new revenue streams. 

Best-selling products
- Beaconsfield Séance Reenactment
- Beaconsfield Victorian Christmas experience
- Meacham’s Historical Atlas
- Memberships

Revenue at a glance

                        155 orders
                        Gross sales: $7,055.21
                        Net sales: $5,743.27

                         10,938 transactions
                         Gross sales: $225,369.48
                         Net sales: $201,081.10

Originally published in 1880 by 
the J.H. Meacham Company, our
reprint of the Illustrated Historical 
Atlas of the Province of Prince Edward Island contains maps of each of
the Island's 67 townships and many other Island towns and villages.
Retail for $39.99 + HST at the gift shops and peimuseumshop.ca

N O T A B L E
P R O J E C T S  &
I N I T I A T I V E S  
( c o n t i n u e d )

Island Digital Voices
The Island Digital Voices project is an initiative of
the Government of Prince Edward Island,
founded in 2021. The first season, featuring
stories of the Hon. Antoinette Perry, the Hon.
Lawrence MacAulay, and Mi’kmaq storyteller
Julie Pellissier-Lush, was released in Fall 2022. 
Island Digital Voices aims to capture the stories
of notable Islanders so that they can be shared
with others and preserved as part of our
province’s history. If you would like to suggest an
Island individual to be profiled in future years of
the Island Digital Voices project, please feel free
to get in touch via our email mhpei@gov.pe.ca or
social media @heritagepei. 
You can find our stories and more at
https://www.islanddigitalvoices.ca

Online Collection
The Online Collection is part of an ongoing
project to digitize the Provincial Artifact
Collection. The website allows the public to
access the collection from anywhere in the world
and to view artifacts that have been organized
into “collections” of objects. During the reporting
period, 222,137 artifact records were reviewed,
updated, and amended, and 3,406 artifacts were
photographed. At the end of the reporting
period, the Online Collection housed 2,885
artifacts and the database held 82,302 artifact-
related records. Visit the Online Collection at
https://collections.peimuseum.ca Online Store

Onsite Point-of-Sales
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N O T A B L E
E V E N T S  &
P R O G R A M M I N G
( n e w )

Beaconsfield Christmas Experience: Launched
in December 2022, this special holiday tour
featured new artifacts and costume-clad staff
members, attracting 102 visitors with significant
media coverage.

Beaconsfield Carriage House Seasonal Craft
Market: Held over the first two weekends of
December with 18 vendors, this market drew
around 400 visitors. Positive feedback led to
plans for more extensive lead-up advertising for
the first weekend in the future.

Bernard Day: A joint effort with the Sister
Antoinette DesRoches historical committee, this
Acadian Museum event highlighted the Bernard
family through genealogy workshops, talks, and a
small exhibit of family archives and artifacts.

Creative Eptek Workshops: The centre has
been expanding creative opportunities in the
space by inviting local artists to host workshops.
In Fall/Winter 2022, Lise Genova conducted an
8-week painting workshop.

Fête des Rois: In collaboration with L'Alliance
pour le développement durable de l'ÎPÉ, the
Acadian Museum celebrated the Acadian Fête
des Rois on January 6, crowning a king and
queen of the evening.

Genealogy Workshop: In partnership with the
Sister Antoinette DesRoches historical
committee, we hosted a genealogy workshop at
the Acadian Museum, providing access to all
Acadian Research Centre resources. The event
had 9 participants and 5 helpers.

Karen Langevin – Chair Yoga: An 8-week in-
person class at Eptek, complementing
Langevin’s ongoing virtual class due to
pandemic restrictions. Attendance ranged
from 4-6 people.

Let’s Get Creative Kid’s Art Club: A
collaboration between Eptek Art & Culture
Centre and art instructor Ryan McAdam-
Young, offering a popular 8-week program for
children aged 5–14, with frequent waitlists.

Preserving Heritage project: The Acadian
Museum partnered with various groups in the
Acadian community to offer training in
traditional Acadian arts and how to preserve
Acadian archives and artifacts.

Rendez-vous de la Francophonie: The
Acadian Museum screened a selection of films
from the National Film Board on March 12, 19,
and 21.

Storytelling with Stéphane Maddix Albert:
Acadian History Courses in French by Georges
Arsenault drew an average of 20 participants
per week in March 2023.

Artwork from school group programming at Eptek
by high school students via Holland College.
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N O T A B L E
E V E N T S  &
P R O G R A M M I N G
( e x i s t i n g )

Acadian Remembrance Day: Observed annually
on December 13th at Skmaqn – Port-la-Joye –
Fort Amherst, in partnership with various Acadian
groups and Parks Canada. This year, adverse
weather led to the cancellation of the ceremony,
but monologues and songs were presented on
social media to great reception.

Art in the Open: Beaconsfield Historic House
participated in the Art in the Open festival,
welcoming over 1,348 guests. 

Beaconsfield House Tour: Thousands of visitors
enjoyed tours of the historic house, hearing
captivating stories about its occupants and
Victorian-era Charlottetown.

Blacksmithing: This living history program,
initially at Orwell Corner Historic Village,
expanded to Green Park Shipbuilding Museum
and Yeo House due to its popularity among
students. Guests learned the art of blacksmithing
and forged keepsakes.

Bread and Butter: At Orwell Corner Historic
Village, visitors experienced the 1800s bread and
butter-making process, from grain harvesting to
churning cream into butter.

Fishermen’s Relay: At Basin Head Fisheries
Museum, participants formed teams to
compete in lobster fishing tasks, such as
pulling traps, banding and measuring lobsters,
and numbering buoys.

Gallery Games: Eptek Art & Culture Centre
offered customized scavenger hunts for
visitors to explore exhibitions, tailored to
different age groups.

Haunting of Yeo House: An engaging program
exploring eerie legends and lore around Yeo
House, featuring first-hand accounts and a
notorious haunted artifact named Wheelie. The
program had 225 participants and received
considerable media coverage.

Hay Day: Demonstrated the hay harvesting
process with horses at Orwell Corner,
attracting 167 participants interested in the
history of agriculture.

Kids Day Camp: Orwell Corner Historic Village
hosted day-long activities for children,
including candle making, ice cream making,
wagon rides, horse grooming, and old-
fashioned games, with 137 children
participating and significant positive feedback.

National Acadian Day: A collaboration with
the Sister Antoinette DesRoches Historical
Committee, featuring free admission, visitor
greetings, a talk on the Acadians of Malpeque,
and a celebration of the Acadian Museum's
30th year since construction.

Bruce Brown, staff at Orwell Corner Historic Village, demonstrating blacksmithing on tours.
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N O T A B L E
E V E N T S  &
P R O G R A M M I N G
( e x i s t i n g  -  c o n t i n u e d )

Noël au Musée: An annual collaboration with the
Sister Antoinette DesRoches Historical
Committee at the Acadiam Museum, this
Christmas event involved the Coopérative
d'intégration francophone, attracting around 100
participants.

New Life on the Farm: Visitors to Orwell Corner
Historic Village experienced late-1800s mixed
farming and interacted with spring arrivals,
including milking goats, bottle-feeding lambs and
cows, and visiting chickens, turkeys, and pigs.

Provincial Heritage Fair: A project-based
program coordinated by the Heritage Officer,
with planning committee representatives from
the Foundation, Department of Education, City
of Charlottetown, Parks Canada, and
Community Museums Association. 346
students from grade 5 to 9 researched and
presented their findings on Canadian heritage
themes.   Due to COVID restrictions for large
group gatherings, classroom Fairs were
encouraged in lieu of a Provincial Heritage Fair
at the Confederation Centre of the Arts.

Ride the Rails Experience: This immersive
experience at Elmira Railway Museum included
a guided museum tour, handcar ride, and
speeder ride with stops to demonstrate switch
usage. Acquisition of a trackless miniature train
is in progress.

Tuesday Talks: Acadian Museum’s summer
series featured 6 presentations on topics like
Doucet House, St. Anne Sundays at Lennox
Island, Roma historic site, Métis history,
archaeological discoveries on PEI, and early
PEI forests and wildlife.

Victorian-Era Séance Reenactments: A sold-
out Beaconsfield Historic House program that
immersed guests in a 19th-century séance
hosted by the fictitious medium Miss
Evangeline Gray, followed by a talk-back
session explaining the tricks and illusions used
during these ghostly events. 

Provincial Heritage Incentive Grant
Program: Financial assistance for heritage
places under the Heritage Places Protection
Act. Funding was approved for St. Mary’s
Church in Indian River, but the project has
been carried over to the next fiscal year.

Provincial Heritage Places Recognition
Program: Formally recognizing heritage places
under the Heritage Places Protection Act,
promoting preservation and good stewardship.
Eleven sites were added to the PEI Register of
Heritage Places during the reporting period.

Caitlyn Paxson, Programming and Education Officer, acting as the
fictitious spirit medium on the best-selling Beaconsfield séance program.
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E X H I B I T I O N S
F o u n d a t i o n  C u r a t e d
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Perseverance, Persistence, and Progress:
Women's Impact on PEI Politics

A photo exhibition celebrating the role of
women in shaping the political landscape of
Prince Edward Island. 

The exhibit commemorated the struggle for
women's suffrage on PEI and honored the
contributions of 14 exceptional women to the
province's political history. The exhibition
received generous support from the
Honourable Natalie Jameson, Minister
responsible for the Status of Women and
support from Innovation PEI.

The official launch occurred on May 7, 2022
as part of an event organized by the PEI
Coalition for Women in Government and
hosted by the Foundation at the
Beaconsfield Carriage House. The event
featured dignitaries and an informative
speakers' panel. 

Over the course of Summer 2022, select
panels were displayed at the Foundation’s
seven sites. The complete collection was
prominently showcased at the Charlottetown
Library Learning Centre during Women's
History Month in 2022 and again in
November 2022. The entire exhibition,
including 14 voting boxes, were also
accessible at the Eptek Art and Culture
Centre throughout February 2023,
recognizing the exceptional contributions of
these women to PEI's political landscape.

On first panel, from left to right: 
Elsie Inman, Chief Mary Bernard, Jean Canfield, and the Famous Five.

Perseverance, Persistence, and Progress exhibited at Beaconsfield Historic
House, Basin Head Fisheries Museum, and Eptek Art & Culture Centre.

.



Unearthing the Past: Archaeological
Discoveries on Prince Edward Island
(October 1, 2021 - September 30, 2022):
Curated by the PEI Indigenous Secretariat,
illustrating the profession of archaeology and
featuring objects unearthed at four Acadian
and Mi'kmaq sites.

J’empremier Jam, February 1969 (April 1 -
May 31, 2022): "J’empremier Jam" offered a
captivating audio exhibition by artists Remi
Belliveau and Jason Leblanc, presented by this
town is small at the Acadian Museum.

Collective Intricacies (April 26 - June 3,
2022): A collaborative exhibition mounted
through a synergy between Eptek, this town is
small, and Tamara Steele of the Black Cultural
Society. The exhibition showcased the
remarkable talent of Black artists on PEI.

ArtsSmarts 2022 (June 8 - June 17, 2022):
This exhibition featured an impressive
collection of student artwork from across the
Island, a collaborative effort between Eptek
and the PEI Department of Education.

YIELD (June 28 - September 29, 2022)
offered a journey into contemporary craft,
featuring works that challenged tradition and
inspired contemplation. Curated by Maegen
Black and the PEI Craft Council.

E X H I B I T I O N S
F o u n d a t i o n  H o s t e d

Surface Tension (October 7 - November 13,
2022; Replacement exhibit for Wendell
Feener): This innovative collection showcased
non-traditional textiles by Nancy Cole, Maggie
J. Whitten Henry, and Jane M. Whitten,
honoring conventional techniques while
encouraging visitors to reflect on our present
and future possibilities.

Hale-toi une chaise ! Pull up a Chair!
(November 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023): This
innovative showcase seamlessly integrated
artworks created by community members and
local artists with a curated selection of archival
materials and artifacts sourced from the
collections of the Acadian Museum. The official
launch event, reminiscent of a convivial kitchen
gathering, took place on November 25, 2022.

Prince Edward Island and the Second World
War (October 1 - November 30, 2022): The
PEI Regiment Museum presented this
informative exhibition at the Acadian Museum
and Eptek Art & Culture Centre. This exhibition
featured a collection of WWI and WWII artifacts
generously provided by Greg Gallant, Randy
Ross, and the Summerside Historical Society.

Still Quilting Forward (November 22 -
December 22, 2022): This exhibit featured a
stunning collection of modern quilts provided
by the PEI Modern Quilt Guild. Artists from the
guild made two on-site appearances at Eptek
on November 27 and December 4, where they
demonstrated their craft and engaged with
visitors.

After the Storm: Embrace the Change
(January 6 - February 10, 2023): This
exhibition at Eptek showcased a collection of
paintings by members of the Kensington Artist
Co-op, capturing the transformed landscape
following Hurricane Fiona.

Sparking Greatness (February 21 - March 24,
2023): This captivating exhibition featured a
diverse collection of student artwork centered
around the theme of the Canada Games.
Visitors were also treated to a wide array of
family friendly activities. 
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Unearthing the Past: Archaeological Discoveries on Prince Edward Island
exhibit at the Acadian Museum.



for restoring and preserving the former Credit Union building in Rustico.

for documenting the genealogy of Prince Edward Island.

for sensitive rehabilitation of the historic 1911 Armoury on Summer Street.

for commitment to the Island's literary community with The Bookmark.

St. Dunstan's University 1950 - 1969."

for the powerful research project, "On the War Memorial Trail."

for sharing Island history through the book "Bound.”

 for restoring and renovating 142 Nelson Street in Victoria-by-the-Sea.

for collecting and preserving the stories and heritage of his Acadian ancestry.

for restoring 33 Nelson Street in Victoria-by-the-Sea.

for restoring and preserving the old Weeks house on Fredericton Station Road.

for sharing history through his book "The Gillan Journey: Country Antrim to Peakes Road."

for the publication of his book "Epekwitk: Stories and Histories of the Mi'kmaq Nation."

 for conserving and sharing the natural heritage of Prince Edward Island.

for restoring 7 Main Street in Victoria-by-the-Sea.

for producing the five-volume history of the Coles Family of Prince Edward Island

Black community of Prince Edward Island.

Heritage Recognition Awards

Arnold Smith and Carter Jeffery 

Elizabeth "Betty" Gillis 

Culture Summerside 

Dan and Marlene MacDonald 

Leonard Cusack
 for sharing Island history through the book "Caught in a Changing Society:

Pieter and Daria Valkenburg 

Theresa Redmond 

Christine and Malcom Stanley

Clem Gallant 

Caspar & Monique Geurts 

Denver Parkman 

Frank Gillan 

John Joe Sark 

Kate MacQuarrie

Linda, Eric, and Emma Gilbert 

Miriam Ann Neill 

Tamara Steele 
for upholding and promoting the rights, culture, heritage, and achievements of the 

2 0 2 3  H e r i t a g e  A w a r d s
T h e  P E I  M u s e u m  a n d  H e r i t a g e  F o u n d a t i o n  H e r i t a g e  A w a r d s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d
e a c h  y e a r  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  g r o u p s  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o
h e r i t a g e  o n  P r i n c e  E d w a r d  I s l a n d .
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Volunteer of the Year Award

for restoring the Glenaladale House and Estate.

Youth Volunteer of the Year

for preserving and restoring the province's historic treasures.

Natural Heritage Activity Award

for his extensive work preserving the natural heritage of Prince Edward Island.

Publication of the Year Award

for presenting the book "The Summer Trade: A History of Tourism on Prince Edward Island."

Mary Cornfoot Brehaut Award

for his longtime contribution to genealogy and family history in the Eastern Kings area.

Irene Rogers Award

for preserving the architectural heritage of St. Mary's Church in Indian River, PEI.

Boyde Beck Memorial Bursary

for her contributions to oral history and storytelling of Prince Edward Island.

Award of Honour

the Epekwitnewaq Mi'kmaq and, more broadly, of Epekwitk.

Glenaladale Heritage Trust

Jenna Smith

Mike Durant

Alan MacEachern and Edward MacDonald

Gordon Pierce

Under the Spire Music Festival 

Fiona Steele 

John Joe Sark 
in recognition of his lifelong contribution to preserving and sharing the heritage of 
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The late Keptin John Joe Sark, recipient of the Heritage Recognition Award and the Award of Honour,
at his home in Johnston’s River. Photo courtesy of the University of Prince Edward Island.



D o n a t i o n s
In 2022, 37 artifacts were added to the Provincial Collection. If you have an
artifact that you think should be part of the collection, please visit our website
or contact our Registrar at lacaseley@gov.pe.ca to be guided through the
process. The Foundation would like to thank the generous donors who
contributed to the collection, including:

Endowment  Trus t

Greg Gallant
Henri Van Den Bremt

Jason MacNeil
Janice Thibault

Katherine Dewar
Linda MacNevin

Lorna Scott
Louise Corbett

Marion Clark
Meg Preston

Melody Dover

Mindy & Randy Ross
Myron Matheson

Northumberland Ferries
Pamela Forsythe

Government of PEI -
Communications Department

Rachel Kassner
Rob & Melody Dover

Samantha Kelly
Susan Wehrell

Wayne MacKinnon

Anna MacFarlane Baril
Anne Neatby

Austin Bowman
Beaconsfield Historic House

Bethany Sinnott
Black Cultural Society

Cameron Murray
Cheryl Dalziel

Cheryl Dawn Buchan
Doreen Kays

Frank Stewart
Going Fishing

On May 31, 1997, the Confederation Bridge opened,
connecting PEI to New Brunswick and the rest of
mainland Canada. This sweater appears to be a
special edition item made to mark this historic moment
in Canadian history. Thank you, Susan Wehrell, for the
wonderful donation!

The Endowment Trust Fund is managed for the benefit of the PEI Museum and
Heritage Foundation. Each year, a small amount of the income earned by the
Trust is used by the Foundation, usually on special projects. Decisions about
the Trust are made by a Committee consisting of the provincial Minister of
Justice, the Chief Justice for Prince Edward Island, and the Chair of the Board
of Governors of the Prince Edward Island Museum and Heritage Foundation.

The Committee met in April, 2022 and determined to withdraw $60,000 from
the Trust. The funds helped support new public programming initiatives and
offset incurred costs, as well as decreased revenue due to Hurricane Fiona.
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C A P I T A L  P R O J E C T S

In the 2022-2023 fiscal year, the Foundation submitted a Capital Budget list to the
Department of Transportation and Infrastructure (TI) in May, with the expectation that
the proposed projects could be completed during the Spring, Summer, and Fall.
Regrettably, less than $30,000 of the work was accomplished before Hurricane Fiona
struck in September. No further capital work was undertaken for the remainder of the
fiscal year.

In December, the Foundation informed the then-Department of Economic Growth,
Tourism and Culture of the situation. Extensive attempts were made to carry forward a
portion of the Capital Budget into the subsequent fiscal year. Unfortunately, they
proved unsuccessful, resulting in an unfortunate outcome where over $170,000 worth
of crucial capital projects remained incomplete.

Nevertheless, a fair amount of maintenance and repair work was completed. Our
Collections staff proactively assisted with hurricane clean up at various sites.
Furthermore, the staff worked to mitigate infrastructure issues at our sites as best
they could in the interim. For example, at the Collections Facility, humidifiers were
diligently used to maintain optimal environmental conditions during winter. 

We look forward to the upcoming fiscal year with the hope that funding allocation will
permit us to address the pressing needs of our aging infrastructure in a timely manner.
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Staffing
The house staff benefitted from the presence of Sheila MacAulay to assist
with housekeeping and, with her help, the house was thoroughly cleaned.

James Hemphill, who was working on the grounds has left and two new
gardeners have been hired for the summer, a welcome addition considering
the new flower gardens that are now on the property. 

Public events
The public was once again allowed to have bilingual guided tours of the
House. The guides, including Fenix Doherty-Kirby and Roisin Mullen,
welcomed a total of 2,405 visitors to the house during July and August. They
will be back again in the summer of 2023.

The Garden Party was held this summer after a hiatus due to COVID. With the
weather cooperating, it was well attended. Entertainment was provided by the
Prince Edward Island Regiment Band. Attendance was 350.

There were many official receptions at the House in the past year. Her Honour
had accepted to hand out the COVID Warrior Coins which had been
commissioned by Dr. Trevor Jain. These receptions allowed her to officially
thank unsung heroes who went above and beyond the call of duty during this
difficult period.

There were also many ceremonies to award the Queen Elizabeth II Platinum
Jubilee Medals throughout the year. These medals help recognize people who
serve their community.

Although the Christmas Open Houses did not take place in 2022, Government
House opened its doors to the Annual New Year’s Day Levee on January 1,
2023.

G O V E R N M E N T  H O U S E
C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T
J U N E  2 0 2 3  C H A I R ’ S  R E P O R T

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  w h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  
a t  G o v e r n m e n t  H o u s e  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  y e a r .
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Royalty
Her Honour, the staff, and volunteers were saddened by the death of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on September 8, 2022. The official accession
proclamation ceremony of King Charles III for the Province of Prince Edward
Island was held at Government House on September 12, 2022. 

A celebration of his coronation was held on the grounds of the House on May
6, with members of the military and the RCMP, including 240 reservists. The
celebration included a parade, flag raising, ceremony with speech, PEI
Regiment Band and the Confederation Centre Youth Chorus, and an outdoor
garden party. Approximately 700 people were in attendance.

Varia
On another sad note, the grounds sustained serious damages due to tropical
storm Fiona, and required intensive work to take down all the uprooted and
damaged trees. The house, however, was not damaged. 

The severe cold and wind the Island experienced this past winter caused
damage to many buildings on the Island, and Government House was not
spared. Pipes froze in the back of the house and we are still waiting for a
bathroom and cabinets to be fixed.

There have been problems with groups using the grounds and the veranda for
graduation, weddings and family photos. Some of the groups have been
disrespectful to the point that sadly groups are no longer allowed to come on
the property for photos. The grounds are open from dawn to dusk for
pedestrian traffic.

I would like to thank Her Honour, as well as Linda Berko, Holly Hinds, Cindy
Cheverie, and the staff of Government House for their dedication.

Monique Lafontaine
Chair of the Government House Committee 
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S P E C I A L  T H A N K S
T O  O U R  S U P P O R T E R S

Star Sponsor
Canadian National Railway Company

Champion
Bookmark

Advocates
Outlier Designs and Interiors

TechnoMedia
Walter Clark

Ambassadors
Anne Galle

Andrew MacPherson
Betty Jeffery

Brent and Phyllis MacLennan
Charlottetown Area Development Corporation

City of Charlottetown
DALMAC

Eva MacDonald
Hugh Simpson

Ian Carter
Jerry and Joan Ivany
Lawrence Wisniewski

PEI Mutual Insurance Company

As well as the dedicated volunteers at the 
Collections Facility and the seven museum and heritage sites!
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902-368-6601

mhpei@gov.pe.ca 

2 Kent Street, Charlottetown, PE C1A 1M9

www.peimuseum.ca

@heritagepei

STAY CONNECTED!

PEI Museum and
Heritage Foundation

Musée et Fondation du
patrimoine de l’Î.-P.-É

In 1932, sisters Wanda and Muriel Yeo of St. Eleanors, PEI, purchased this bike 
for $32.50 from RT Holman's General Store in Summerside. During World War II, 
both sisters contributed to the war efforts, with Muriel as a nurse and 
Wanda working for the Air Force in Ottawa, taking the bike 
with her. Though the bike was briefly stolen 
in Ottawa, it was returned before 
their flight back to Summerside 
after the war. 


